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Sourcing PPE
Judy Sarsby had an unexpectedly busy time 
during the first lockdown, when as a nation 
we learned about the urgent need for PPE. 

Armed with a network of trustworthy agents 
in Vietnam and China, formed during an 
earlier career, Judy was set to help. The 
route in was complicated but finally Judy 
got through to the Government’s central 
procurement team and put them in touch 
with these agents and their manufacturing 
contacts.

Judy rapidly became an expert in 
communicating the complicated 
specifications of the various types of PPE 
to her contacts.  Judy also was rigorous 
in screening potential suppliers and the 
products they promised, ensuring that only 
offers that met the specifications were 
forwarded on. Of course this was done on a 
voluntary basis by Judy who contributed her 
skills to the national effort.

A year on, it is amazing to think of all the 
early morning phone calls, and the sense of 
achievement knowing that Judy had been 
able to help with bringing PPE to the  
UK ethically.

Helping locally during lockdown
Like many citizens, Cllr Ashley Tilling responded to the NHS call 
for volunteers during the early days of the pandemic. While 
waiting to be called upon by the NHS, Ashley discovered the 
Surrey First Responder Scheme which was responsible locally 
for collection and delivery of medicines for people who were 
shielding. 

Working several days a week, 
Ashley delivered both urgent 
and repeat prescriptions to 
residents across the whole 
of Elmbridge. As the range 
of distances was so great, 
Ashley looked on this as an 
opportunity to keep fit as well 
as help others.  

Not only has Ashley kept up 
with delivering medicines during the second lockdown, but also 
responded to the NHS request for volunteers to help with the 
roll out of vaccinations. From early January, Ashley has been a 
volunteer marshal at the Woking centre.

A regular Weybridge recipient comments: 
“We are so grateful for our prescriptions being delivered. Both my 
husband and I have multiple prescriptions, all cheerfully delivered. 
We have shielded since before the first lockdown and are so looking 
forward to the vaccination. Thank you to all those who have worked 
delivering our medicines”.
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ELECTION UPDATE 
There are three elections on Thursday 6th May: 
Elmbridge Borough, Surrey County and the Police and 
Crime Commissioner for Surrey.

If not already registered you have until the 19 April 
to send in your completed voter registration. If you 
have changed address you have to register again at 
your new address.  You can also apply to have a postal 
vote in order to vote safely from your home.  You can 
download a postal vote application from  
www.elmbridge.gov.uk/elections/voting-by-post/ 
Your completed application must reach the Civic Centre 
by 5pm on Tuesday 20 April.
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Your questions and concerns 
We hope you will welcome us when we restart house 
to house calls in Weybridge. However, if you prefer, 
please get in touch with us by phone or email. We are 
always very interested in hearing your questions and 
concerns. 

Email: weybridge@elmbridgelibdems.org.uk 
Phone Ashley: 07941 595 538 
Phone Vicki: 07714 044 410

Carton Recycling at Stations 
In case you didn’t know, from Wednesday 17th February 
residents in the Weybridge and Walton areas can 
recycle their food and drinks cartons (the ubiquitous 
Tetrapak, Elopak, etc. cartons for soup, fruit juice, non-
dairy milk, etc.) and paper cups close to home. Skips 
to collect the cartons have been installed at Weybridge 
and Walton railway station car parks.  

Do let us know what you think  
weybridge@elmbridgelibdems.org.uk

Keeping you informed, working for you
We believe in responsive and accountable local government. This can only be achieved when councillors work hand-in-hand 
with the people they represent. We value citizen participation. Our goal is a more open, personal and service-minded form of 
local government. We believe this is the key to enhancing the quality of life of all in Elmbridge.

Paid for and delivered - all year round - by local volunteers.

Andrew Davis RIP
This is the first opportunity the Focus team have had 
to bring to the wider community of Weybridge the 
sad news of the death, on Sunday 10th January, of 
Weybridge Riverside Councillor, Andrew Davis.

Andrew joined the Liberals/Liberal Democrats over 30 
years ago and was councillor on Elmbridge Borough 
Council representing Weybridge residents for the last 8 
years. He has served as leader for the Liberal Democrat 
group in the Council and was the Council’s deputy 
leader.

Andrew is remembered fondly by his friends and 
colleagues in Weybridge not only as a man of 
character, ferocious intelligence, strong principle and 
encyclopaedic knowledge but also as a kind, supportive 
mentor, ever ready to help all who worked with him.

We have received many comments from people 
testifying to the service Andrew gave to Weybridge both 
as a councillor and as part of the Weybridge Society; for 
which he was granted lifetime membership.

We mourn his passing but will carry on the good 
work he contributed to in Weybridge, inspired by our 
memories of this courageous, energetic and  
dedicated friend.

News bites

More From Weybridge Focus 
If you enjoyed this edition of Weybridge Focus you can 
get more information at

Our Facebook Page – Search for “Weybridge Lib Dems” 
Our topical blog - www.weybridgelibdems.org.uk 
By subscribing to our regular e-newsletters - These give 
more frequent updates and links to more information 
on developments in Weybridge and Elmbridge.  
To subscribe just email us at  
weybridge@elmbridgelibdems.org.uk

EU CITIZENS 
All EU citizens can vote in the 2021 elections. 

EU/EEA and Swiss citizens wishing to continue 
living and working in the UK must apply for a new 
immigration status, called Settled Status.  
The deadline is 30 June 2021.

The charity Settled is there to help  
settled.org.uk/en/ or email info@settled.org.uk


