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The Liberal Democrats exist to build and 
safeguard a fair, free and open society, in 
which we seek to balance the 
fundamental values of liberty, equality  
and community and in which no-one  
shall be enslaved by poverty, ignorance  
or conformity. APRIL 2021

Your WEYBRIDGE RIVERSIDE Team

Judy Sarsby  
Candidate 2021
• Has lived in Weybridge for 10 years
• Youth welfare officer at Weybridge  

Rowing Club
• Trustee and case worker with Elmbridge 

CAN, supporting resettlement of Syrian 
refugee families

• Active member of Weybridge Focus team 
for two years

Cllr Ashley Tilling 
Elected 2019
• Has lived in Weybridge for over 17 years
• Member local Planning Committee and 

Energy & Sustainability Working Group

• Formerly Weybridge Rowing Club Captain, 
Chairman and coach, now a Vice-President 
and Trustee

• Sings with Weybridge-based choir

• Patron Walton Firs Activity Centre

Cllr Vicki Macleod 
Elected 2018
• Has lived in Weybridge for 30 years 

• Governor at Elmwey Learning Trust

• Member local Planning Committee, Surrey 
CC Adults and Health Select Committee, 
Elmbridge Small Grants Panel

• Trustee of the Weybridge Charity

Your local Lib Dem team

During this last, very challenging year, Elmbridge Borough 
Council has worked tremendously hard to support our 
vulnerable residents and to efficiently process grants to 
local businesses.  At the same time your Weybridge Lib Dem 
councillors continued their work on your behalf: helping 
deal with anti-social behaviour and littering, bringing carton 
recycling back to Weybridge and contributing imaginative 
ideas to improve our town paths. We have used all our 
resources to protect the character of Weybridge, despite the 
constraints of planning regulations, with some success.

Ashley and Vicki will continue to build on the good work 
of our colleague, your former councillor, Andrew Davis.  
We commend Judy Sarsby to Weybridge residents in the 
forthcoming Elmbridge election and look forward to working 
with her on your behalf.  We also want to spread the 
benefits of having visible, local, accessible councillors to 
residents in Oatlands, through our colleague Helgi Joensen.

HELGI JOENSEN
Helgi is the Lib Dem candidate for 
Elmbridge Borough in Oatlands and 
Burwood Park. Originally from the Faroe 
Islands, Helgi has lived in Weybridge 
for more than 30 years. He has been 
Secretary and is now Treasurer of the 
Brackley Residents Society, having 
served for the past 20 years.

Helgi fully appreciates the benefit of living in Weybridge 
and is now wanting to give something back. He believes 
passionately in Liberal Democrat values such as a free, open 
and responsible society and the dignity and well-being of 
individuals. He wants to ensure Weybridge continues to be a 
desirable place to live by investing in infrastructure and local 
services and improving our waterways and green spaces.

Local news and action around and about Weybridge

Working together for youWorking together for you
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round - by local volunteers



Representing residents responsibly
We believe in responsible stewardship. As your representatives for Weybridge, 
we look to what will be needed in 10 to 15 years, as well as doing what is 
needed now. We never forget that it is your money and it is your community 
we serve. In a time of severe financial difficulty we will seek to preserve and 
improve the quality of life of our residents. We also believe in honesty, in our 
communication with residents and in our election campaigning.

Carton Skip at the Station  
Ashley worked hard to bring together the council and the carton recycling 
provider to make two trial skips (or ‘banks’) available so that residents can 
recycle the ubiquitous food and drinks cartons and paper cups; each tonne of 
recycled cartons/cups saves 452 kg CO2.

Town Centre Paths 
All the proposals to improve the town paths put forward by Ashley were 
accepted by the SCC Project Manager: Ashley worked with the Weybridge 
Charity to smooth out two dangerous right-angle bends, with EBC to adopt a 
proper path into the car park for better access to and from the town centre, 
and pressed SCC for lighting alongside the playground and skate park.

Litter - #crushitbinit campaign  
Lockdown has led to more people using our recreational green spaces. Vicki 
noticed that a substantial amount of space in overflowing bins was taken up 
with empty top-on coffee cups- essentially just captured air. Vicki suggested a 
campaign to encourage people to crush their cups and cartons before binning 
them. This will soon be launched by Elmbridge. Look for #crushitbinit on our 
bins.

Shared Path on Heath Road
People travelling to and from the station have now experienced the benefits 
of the new shared path alongside Heath Road. The Brooklands Accessibility 
Project has also recently funded improvements to the crossing next to 
Brooklands Lane for safer travel to and from the town paths via Waverley Road. 
Councillors are liaising with residents to ensure the safety of the new design for 
pedestrians.

A ‘missing link’ route
Ashley has proposed developing a ‘missing link’ route which would make use 
of the closed railway bridge that was built to connect Locke King House (now 
Brooklands College) with Brooklands race track. This would provide a traffic-
free shared path to the College and Heathside School avoiding  the busy, 
narrow pavement at the station bridge. Network Rail have assessed the bridge 
to be structurally sound, so this could become a reality.

Lib Dems working for Weybridge — all year round

Desborough Island
This gem is one of Weybridge’s green spaces most in need of care and 
attention.  Shared ownership by the Environment Agency, Surrey and 
Elmbridge councils has perhaps contributed to the neglect of this potentially 
wonderful place. With imagination, commitment and a small amount of 
funding, the island could become much more family friendly.

Broadwater Lake
Did you know that the Broadwater path is essential for the future of 
Broadwater Lake? Formal public access is a condition for attracting funding 
to help restore this wonderful lake. Work started in 2019 to survey the whole 
lake, funded by a grant from the Community Infrastructure Levy funds as 
preparation for making a lottery fund bid to carry out major works on the lake.

Grotto Road – Thames Street Junction
This long-awaited scheme to install a pavement on the north side of Grotto 
Road where it meets Thames Street was delayed even more by the pandemic. 
But we have ensured it will come before a council committee before too long 
and hope it will be approved for funding from the infrastructure levy collected 
from developers.

Grotto Road Path
At the top end of Grotto Road there is a ‘green lane’ which connects with 
Oatlands Drive. This area is frequently overgrown and the path is narrow and 
obstructed by substantial trees. Our goal is to install an improved and safer 
path for walkers and those on bikes.

Oatlands Drive crossing
To encourage a safer route to schools (St James’ and St George’s Junior Schools) 
Judy Sarsby is campaigning for a crossing on the busy stretch of Oatlands Drive 
close to where the Grotto Road Path meets the road, near to Oatlands Park.

Haines Bridge, Queen’s Road
There are very narrow pavements on both sides of Haines Bridge and the 
parapets are below regulation height. Ashley has asked Network Rail to put 
funds for parapet alterations in the coming year’s budget. They now plan to 
install caging over the pavements. A longer-term solution would be a new 
parallel pedestrian bridge

Vision for Weybridge
We want Weybridge to be a town you love to live in!  With a town centre which 
builds a sense of community and pride in Weybridge. You’ve told us you would 
like to have a town square and would like there to be less through traffic — 
both are possible.  The re-development of the NHS and Library sites gives us 
an opportunity to make these improvements. We will continue to contribute 
our ideas to this project and be vigilant in monitoring it.
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Lib Dem priorities for Elmbridge:

Rapid progress at making the Borough, and 
its contracted services, carbon neutral.

More affordable-for-rent housing, 
recognising particularly the needs of our 
young people

Inspire and help mobilise local action to 
create a stronger sense of community, 
an improved environment and greater 
engagement in determining the future of 
our towns

Safeguard the green belt in order to 
provide ‘green lungs’ between communities

Sensible, managed development which 
enhances the character of our towns

Elmbridge Liberal Democrat Manifesto

JUDY SARSBY FOR ELMBRIDGE 
BOROUGH COUNCIL
What makes you want to stand as a candidate?  

Our beautiful town has green spaces, good schools and 
good people. I will help maintain the best, whilst improv-
ing the safety and prosperity of the town and wellbeing of 
its residents. I’m a mother and a grandmother, an ageing 
athlete and a retired business woman.  I’m objective, I 
listen and will ensure I’m heard.

What do you hope to achieve for Weybridge?

I would like a safer, quieter and healthier town. I would 
campaign for a 20 mph limit through town. With slower 
traffic it will be safer to walk and cycle while traffic flow 
will be better leading to reduced congestion and better 
air quality.

Desborough Island has great outdoor potential for 
sport, wildlife and family enjoyment all in harmony, on a 
protected space, free from litter and vandalism. Already 
a home to field sports, we can enhance its potential for 
optimum enjoyment as an outside sports island offering 
all residents open air athletic and water sports in a safe, 
natural environment.

And for Elmbridge as a whole?

The world and Elmbridge is changing and while we watch 
“the new normal” unfold, we must also anticipate what 
we need to change as a borough. Covid has had a detri-
mental effect on the mental and physical health of many. 
I would like to see a proactive and positive approach to 
recognising and meeting the needs of those struggling. 
My priorities are the health and welfare of residents and 
businesses. It’s time to care!

ASHLEY FOR SURREY COUNTY COUNCIL
What makes you want to stand as a candidate for the County 
Council?

As a ward councillor, I have seen close-up how the decisions that af-
fect our lives in Weybridge are made.  I realise that many important 
issues are the responsibility of the County Council: roads, on-street 
parking, pavements and paths, education, social care, public trans-
port and environmental policies. I care deeply about these matters 
and would like to be able to contribute to changes that directly 
impact upon Weybridge.

What do you hope to achieve as the County Councillor for  
Weybridge?

I would press for a forward-thinking transport policy that would 
reduce traffic and on-street parking, bringing the dual benefits of 
improving air quality in our town and making progress towards 
carbon reduction. This should include dedicated car club parking 
spaces, bike hire at the station and trialling a ‘hail and ride’ bus 
service. I would work to improve safety of roads near schools and 
create safe crossing points.

I also want to be involved in determining the plans for wetlands and 
wildlife diversity on Desborough Island to provide a much-needed 
makeover of all visitor facilities. 

And for Surrey as a whole?

I want to ensure that more of our recyclable waste is collected and 
recycled.

I would promote Green Grants for residents and businesses to im-
prove insulation of buildings, the installation of more solar PV and 
heat panels and to replace gas heating with heat pumps.

Surrey must improve carriageways to encourage more travel by 
bicycle.

I would press for a radical review of social care provision after the 
ravages of the pandemic.

Elmbridge Liberal Democrat Manifesto
We believe in responsive and accountable local government. This can only be achieved when councillors work hand in 
hand with the people they represent. We value citizen participation. Our goal is a more open, personal and service-
minded form of local government. We believe this is the key to enhancing the quality of life of all in Elmbridge.

We will lobby Surrey to ensure:

Safe routes to schools and 20mph limits outside all 
schools, and in residential roads where residents desire 
them 

Innovative transport plans to reduce car dependency 
and improve air quality

Residents have ready access to a full range of social, 
educational, commercial and leisure amenities in 
Elmbridge without the need of a car

Improved waste recycling for residents

We hold Surrey to account for its failures: 

Poorly maintained and unsafe road network, particularly 
for cyclists and pedestrians 

Wasteful use of Special Education funding

Closing local children’s centres

Poor quality of care and provision for young people 

Inadequate funding of care for the elderly
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